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May 2026   Q 2 Quarterly Newsletter of the Dallas Bridge Association, Vol. 32  Q 2 

Table Talk                 Unit 176  

Special Events for Intermediate/
Newcomers coming soon 

    Friendly Bridge Club is having a 0-750 sectional 
tournament at the end of July. We would love to 
have you come out and earn silver points in a 
sectional just for you! The sectional will be 
played at our Plano club on Thursday 7/30 and 
Friday 7/31, and our Dallas club on Saturday 8/1 
- with two single session games starting at 
9:30am and 1:30pm each day.  Friday's game will 
include lunch.  As long as you have 750 or less 
points as of the 7/6 reporting cycle you can play. 
All the details are on the flyer in this newsletter 
(page 5), and on our website:    
                           www.bridgewebs.com/friendlyllc 
 
 ~ by Valarie Remmers - vjremmers@gmail.com -                          
                            
    It may seem early to think about, but March of 
2027 the NABC (North American Bridge Champi-
onship) is coming to Dallas.  We would love to 
introduce new players to the game we 
love.  There are going to be lots of specific …….  
                                           ~Continued on page 5 

 GNT District 16 Results for Unit 176 participants: 

 
Final Championship:  2nd Place winners Ari  
Sippola & Pawel Hanus with team members James 
Zhan & Ying Peng 
 
Flight B:  3rd Place winners at 18.84 Gold:  Mary 
Lynn Genovesi, Bob Holliday, Valarie Remmers, 
Dale Remmers 

Inside  this issue 

Out & About: Club News; In Memoriam; Dallas Spring 
Sectional results                                                        p 2-4                                                                                                                                

Around the Tables: Unit Game Results; Welcome to 
the Unit; Friendly 0-750 Sectional Flyer; Unit Board; 
President’s Message; Bridge Instructors               p 5-6                                                                                                                             

Masterpoint Races & Rank Changes;  Labor Day  
Regional  Flyer & Information;                                p 7-9                                                                        

Thoughts on Life’s Choices 
 
Positive Attitude 
 
Lady: I am worried about my height. 
Doc:  How come??? 
Lady: According to my weight my height should be 7.8 
feet ..... 
 
Self Confidence 
 
A man wrote to the bank, "My cheque was returned with 
remark 'Insufficient funds' 
I want to know whether it refers to mine or the bank's. 
 
Simple Logic 
 
A cockroach's last words to a man who wanted to kill it 
-  
"Go ahead and kill me you coward.  
You are just jealous because I can scare your wife and 
you cannot." 
 
                       ~shared by  H P  Goel 

http://www.bridgewebs.com/friendlyllc
mailto:vjremmers@gmail.com


 

Table Talk                                                        May  17. 2026             www.dallasbridge.org                        Page 2                                                                          

McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club ~          
       Please join us in McKinney for 10:00 AM Games: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, only $7 for members in the 

Salvation Army gym, 600 Wilson Creek Parkway.   

Note: Visitors $10 or join with an annual member-

ship for $10.  

      Please arrive by 9:45 and park in the rear of build-

ing.  Bring a snack or small lunch.  Coffee and water 

provided, Reg Watt directing.  No partner.  No prob-

lem.  Just come & we will provide a partner for you.  

You may get lucky and play with Reg. ~by Karen Roland 

2026 MDBC Board:      President: Susan Flick   Vice-

President:  Johanna Graham Secretary: Maitland 

Dade   Treasurer: Carla Guthrie  Membership:  John 

York   Communications: James Porter     Director: 

Richard Eshelbrenner  Club Manager:  Jyoti Boppana                            

 Valley View Bridge Club   ~              
    We offer free plays to all our winners in 5 table or 

larger sections.  Contact Gerrie Owen or Kathy Carr 

to inquire about lessons for all levels.  

Noon Games:    

Monday:   Open ($11/pp)  499er ($11/pp) 

Wednesday: Open ($11/pp) &  499er ($11/pp) 

+Wednesday:  12:30 pm Newby 0-20 MP -Play & Learn 

Friday:  750 game ($11/pp) 

Newest Game at 12:30 pm  

Sunday: Open ($11/pp) & 499er ($11/pp) 

Location:  King of Glory Lutheran Church 

 Basement Room LL18         6411 LBJ       Dallas, Tx 

      We have snacks and goodies at all of our games. 

Please join us anytime. We have fun and good bridge 

here at VVBC.  We are looking forward to 2026 with 

possible surprises in store for our players.  

If you need a partner, we will be happy to get you 

one.  Please contact Gerrie Owen at 214-477-4181.  

  Friendly Bridge Club   ~      
     Our regular games are:   Monday, Thursday, and 
Friday at 10:30am at  Disciples Christian Church - 
2001 Independence Pkwy, Plano (NW corner of Park 
& Independence).  
     Our Saturday game is 1:00 pm, open & 499er at 
King of Glory Lutheran Church in Dallas (6411 LBJ 
Frwy) 
          Come play bridge, and visit with your bridge 
friends.   You can register on our website at 
www.bridgewebs.com/friendlyllc, or send to this 
email planofriendlybridge@gmail.com with your 
reservation information, or call or text me at 972-
814-8801. We look forward to seeing you, and hav-
ing some fun playing in person bridge in a safe envi-
ronment. ~shared by Valarie Remmers & Jay Gibson 

Frisco DBC 10 Post N Paddock  Frisco, Tx  75034 

Monday 9:30 am by invitation only 

Wednesday 9:30 am Open 

Due to limited space, reservations required: email  
billosborn13@att.net or call 972-814-2133. 

Harp’s Bridge Club:  jimharpiii@gmail.com 

Rockwall Community Center  108 E. Washington St  

Tues 10:30 am Open 

Lariat Bridge Club in Waxahachie:   

miketull@sbcglobal.net 

1st United Methodist Church, 505 W Marvin Ave  
Tuesday 6:30 pm Open, please arrive by 6:15 pm. 

In Memoriam 

Janet McCormick 
Irene Pence 

Just Sharing:  

 The better part of one’s life consists of friend-

ships. 

 LAUGHTER:  a smile that has burst into a joyous 

sound. 
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 Dallas Spring Sectional  March 8-21, 2026  Congratulations to all the Winners! 

Wed AM Open Flt A 

Norman Beck 
Burton Shepherd 

Wed AM&AFT Open Flt C 

Bill Driscoll 
Wayne Evans 

Th AFT Open Flt A 

Nancy Fellman 
Marilyn Florin 

Wed AFT 499 Flt A 

Brandon Buchanan 
Francey Parnell 

Wed Bkt Teams 1  Gary Bush, 
John Bromberg, Michael 

Penick, Barry Schaffer  

Wed Bkt Teams 2  Athena 
Leung, Walter Netschi NP, 

Reg Watt, Patricia Stille 

Th Brk Teams 1 Barry Schaffer, 
Gary Bush, Kimmel Jones, 

Bill Staats 

Thank You to all 

the players who par-
ticipated in the  
Dallas  Spring  

Sectional.  There 
were 1,261.94  

masterpoints won by 
287 players at   

254 tables during 
this four day  
tournament. 

Sat AFT Open Flt A 

Michael Murphy 
Stephen Sinclair 

Fri AM 499 Flt AB 

Marilee Schmelzer 
Brandon Buchanan 

Th AM 499 Flt AB & AFT  B 

H P Goel 
Bhushan Sanghi 

Wed AM 499 Flt ABC  
Michael Mansfield 

Jenny McCall 

Wed AFT Open Flt B 
Mary Lynn Genovesi 

Bob Holliday 

Wed Brk Teams 3  Marsha 
McNatt, Gari Martin, Noreen 

Warwick, Louise Shanley  

Th Brk Teams 2  Stuart Litwin, 
Alan Josephson, Leonard 

Epstein, Dan Butler 

Th Brk Teams 3   Judy Wood, 
Amy Anderson NP, Kathy 

Russler, John Peart 

Congratulations 
to these Top 11  

Unit 176 members 
winning  

Masterpoints:   
Barry Schaffer  30.87   

Gary Bush  28.91  
James Thurtell  24.84   

Scott Nason, John 
Schwartz  20.35  

Martha Young, Jay 
Gibson  19.28   

Jerry Derby  17.88  
Jeff Karpeles  16.77   
Tomi Storey 15.92   
Leonard Epstein 

15.46   

Wed AFT Open Flt A 
Suresh Agrawal 
Marilyn Florin 
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 Dallas Spring Sectional  March 18-21, 2026  cont.                

 Congratulations to these Unit 176 members who won points in 

the GNT Flt A  District Finals  Mark Pan - 30 gold on 2nd Place 

Team;  Jin Chu - 22 gold on 3rd Place Team;  Pawel Hanus &  

Ari Sippola - 18 gold on 4th place team. 

Th Brk Teams 4    
Caye Cook NP, Fran Shelton, 
John Redfern, Loralee Berg 

Fri Open Swiss Flt A TIE  Sheri 
Bumgardner, Nancy Kornegay, 

Mark Bumgardner, Steve 
Kornegay 

Not Pictured:  
for  

Fri Open Swiss 
Flt A TIE   

 
Martha Young 

Jay Gibson  

Florence 
Beaird 

Nancy Stanton 

Sat Open Swiss Flt ABC  
Jacqueline Borwn, Mary 
Chaffin, Rebekah Hahn,  

David Salem 

GNT Flt A 1st Place Team 
Danny Feng, Steve Chen, Andrew Chen,  

Charlie Chen 
Unit 176 member, Danny Feng, won 40 gold points 

as a player on this 1st place team. The other  
players live in Austin. 

GNT Flt C 1st Place Team 
Debbie Taylor, Linda Schubert, Loralee Berg, Pam  

Myers, Cassie Stern, Myra Hammond 
These Unit 176 members each won 10 gold /10 red points as 

players on this 1st place team. 

2025  

Mini-McKenney Winners//Ace of Clubs Winners 

0-5    Belynn Whatley   same 

5-20     Ruth Nelson  Bhushan Sanghi 

20-50   Laura Lang             Michael Mansfield tied 

                                                        with Jenny McCall 

50-100  Jose Portela   same 

100-200  Sandy Lantz    Patty Degenhardt 

200-300  Robert Neal   same 

300-500  Loralee Berg  same  

500-1000  Walter Netschi  same 

1000-1500  Burton Shepherd  same 

1500-2500  Bob Holliday  same 

2500-3500  Kristen Onsgard    Paul Taylor 

3500-5000  Gary Bush                Bob Scallan 

5000-7500  Norman Beck    Martha Young 

7500-10,000  Bill Osborn            Michael Penick 

Over 10,000  Jim Johnsen           James Thurtell 
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Unit Game February 15:   Host: Friendly 
Open: 17 tables 
AB  60.77%  Mary Jane McGinnis, Judy Jacoby 

C     58.86% Janet Meyer, Gail Wingfield 

 

Unit Game March 8: Host:  Valley View 

Open:  21 tables 

A     63.83%  Pawel Hanus, Ari Sippola 

B     61.87%  Paul Taylor, Robert Scrimale 

C     52.72%  John Redfern, Loralee Berg 

 

Unit Game April 19:  Host:  Friendly 

Open:  19 tables 

A    70.20%  Ari Sippola, Pawel Hanus 

B    65.52%  Jeff Karpeles, Kashi Singh 

C    61.34% Daniel Butler, David Salem 

 

Unit Game May 3:  Host: Valley View 

Open: 15 tables 

A    61.15%  Joan Jackson, Peggy Sutherlin 

B    59.06%  Joe Gill, Bob Holliday 

C    56.79%  Janet Meyer, Gail Wingfield 

Attention all Intermediate/Newcomer 
Bridge Players 

 

Friendly Bridge Club hosts 
 a 0-750 Sectional 

 If you have less than 750 masterpoints come on out 

and play duplicate bridge in a friendly but competitive 

environment, awarding 100% silver masterpoints.  

(Two days in Plano, then final day in Dallas) 
 

Thursday 7/30/26 and Friday 7/31/26 
Disciples Christian Church   2001 Independence Pkwy  

         Plano TX 75075  

Saturday 8/1/26 
King of Glory Lutheran Church   6411 LBJ Freeway 

    Dallas TX 75240 

 
Each day there will be Stratified Pairs (single  

sessions) at 9:30am and 1:30pm. 

 Entry is $15 per session – cash or check only 

 

Snacks and drinks each day; light lunch 

served between rounds on Friday. 

 

Stratifications:  A- 500-750   B- 200-499  C- <200 

The director reserves the right to change the strats as needed 

for equity. 

Tournament Chairperson/partnerships: 

Valarie Remmers – vjremmers@gmail.com 

www.bridgewebs.com/friendlyllc 

Thought for the Day 

Nothing is more difficult than trying to 

find something wrong with yourself. 

Welcome to Unit 176                                             
 NEW: Ramesh Kulkarni, John Torrisi, P Gregory 

Warden 
TRANSFERS: Rebecca Evans, Stephanie 

Shuffield, Cenk Tuncok 

Special Events for Intermediate/Newcomers   

                                                        ~continued from page 1 

…..events and programming during the NABC just for 
intermediate/newcomer players.  So, if you play at 
( or know of ) any non-sanctioned games at communi-
ty centers, church basements, country clubs or 
someone's kitchen tables, I would like to start gather-
ing that information.  We want as many newcomers 
to come to the NABC 3/11/27 - 3/21/27 and also to 
Friendly's 0-750 Sectional coming up on 7/30-8/1 of 
this year.   
    If you let me know where and when people play, I 
will find a way to reach out to them and invite them 
to our I/N events. 

~ Valarie Remmers - vjremmers@gmail.com -  
Friendly Bridge Club 

 

mailto:vjremmers@gmail.com
mailto:vjremmers@gmail.com
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Unit 176 Board Update: 

2026 Unit 176 Board  
President:  Bob Holliday 
Vice President:  Bill Higgins 
Treasurer: Jackie Brown 
Secretary:  Paul Taylor 
Board Members:  Cheryl Brunson, Truett Cates, 
Mary Chaffin, , Cheryl Rider, Judy Wood                          
Business Manager:  Ed Yetter 

The Unit 176 Board serves the members of Unit 176.  
If you have any ideas, please let us know.   

Message from the President 
              Thank you to all who attended our Dallas 
Spring Sectional!  Thank you to Paul Taylor for running the 
tournament, and to Jackie Brown, John Redfern, Randy 
Eads, Rosalind Smith, and Mary Lynn Genovesi for their 
hard work! Despite the electrical issues we still had 80  
players return Saturday afternoon to play bridge and help 
make the tournament a success. 
     
    Congratulations to all who won their category for the Ace 
of Clubs and Mini- McKenney races! Certificates and medals 
were to be awarded during the Spring Sectional, but the 
electricity issue prevented that. Some were awarded at the 
May Unit game. I will try to deliver the rest soon but if you 
are still missing yours, please contact me. While I can mail 
out the certificates, the medals for Mini-McKinney need to 
be handed out in person 
      
     It is not too early to start thinking about the Labor Day 
tournament that is returning to the Renaissance Hotel and 
will be held from September 2 through September 7. This 
year will feature more breakfast and dinner items being  
provided. Pencil it in on your calendars. 
     
    The GNT District 16 Finals for Flights A and C were held  in 
conjunction with our Spring Sectional with the finals held 
during our electrical problems. Congratulations to the Class 
C champions:  Linda Schubert, Loralee Berg, Debbie Taylor,  
Pam Myers, Cassie Stern, and Myra Hammond. They won a 
trip to the National GNT tournament.  Flight C and the 
Championship Flights were held in Houston on April 11 and 
12. We had a few local teams participate and they repre-
sented Unit 176 well, but just missed out on qualifying.  
      
    Our Unit Games continue to be held at King of Glory and 
are hosted by Valley View Bridge Club and Friendly Bridge on 
a rotating basis. The next two Unit Games are June 14 and 
July 19 at 12:30pm.  Dates and times are always posted in 
the Bulletin and also on the Unit 176 website. 
     Your Dallas Bridge Association Board has many hard 
working members, but we can always use more volunteers 
to help with our events. Please reach out to any one of us 
and offer your help in any capacity. Also, we welcome any 
and all suggestions to improve your playing experience. 
 
  Thank you for your support and I will see you at the tables.    
                      ~ Bob Holliday jbholliday@gmail.com 

Looking for a Bridge Instructor    

    Unit 176 has several bridge instructors 

for hire. Here is an alphabetical list of 

those who requested to be included:     

Susan Bates: susanbates6630@gmail.com         

Mark Bumgardner: Bumgardner.mark@gmail.com 

Jay Gibson: Jgib181@outlook.com  

Preston Morrow: Prjr17@gmail.com  

Kristen Onsgard:  onsgardk@gmail.com 

Bill Osborn: BillOsborn13@att.net  

Gerrie Owen:  gerrieowen@sbcglobal.net 

Randy Patterson:  hellorandyman@gmail.com 

Valarie Remmers:  vjremmers@gmail.com    

Jack Schober:  jackschober@icloud.com  

Stefanie Scott:   stefaniescott58@gmail.com  

       Please contact Mary Chaffin if you want to be 

added to this list. 

2026 Unit Board Committee Assignments 
Jackie Brown: Unit Game Coordinator 
Cheryl Brunson: Recognition Committee 
Truett Cates:  Intermediate/Newcomer 
Mary Chaffin: Member Communications, Score-
card 
Deborah Chockley: Hospitality 
Sue Greims: Table Talk Newsletter 
Bill Higgins: Membership Co-Chair, Tournament  
Coordinator 
Bob Holliday: ACBL Electronic Contact, Member  
Communications, NAP/GNT 
John Redfern: Equipment Manager 
Cheryl Rider: Charity Chair, Equipment Liaison 
Paul Taylor: Publicity Co-Chair 
Judy Wood: Membership Co-Chair 
Ed Yetter: Business Manager, District 16 Repre-
sentative, Publicity Co-Chair, STAC Coordinator, 
Webmaster 

mailto:jbholliday@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Unit 176’s   
newest Life Masters:    

James Bishop, John Redfern     

Congratulations to Unit 176’s  newest 
Silver Life Masters:  

James Bishop, Donna Jordan, 
William Keys 

Table Talk    Editor & Publisher: Sue Greims                                              
Reporters:   Friendly’s Bridge Club:  V. Remmers/J. Gibson;  

McKinney DBC:  open  Valley View BC: Gerrie Owen     Other 
Unit Clubs: reporter positions open, anyone interested? 

A special thank you to the following people who con-
tributed information/pictures/statistics/names which 

were used in this edition of Table Talk: Randy Eads,  
David Greims, Bob Holliday, Gerrie Owen, Valarie 
Remmers, and Ed Yetter.  

Congratulations to Unit 176’s newest 
Ruby Life Masters:   

Susan Doe, Jim Farmer 

Congratulations to Unit 176’s newest 

Gold Life Masters:  

Feza Buyukdura, Ari Sippola 

     Looking for a partner for a Unit Game or a Unit 176 
Tournament?  Our online Partnership Desk is available for 
you!      Send email to:  PartnershipU176@gmail.com 

2026 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs  
(updated 5/6/26;  includes points won at club level only)          

0-5  none 

5-20  Paul Flynn  16.21   Carolyn Dickey  10.18 

20-50    Michael Passons  23.05  

50-100  Ruth Nelson 20.92  Bhushan Sanghi   15.46  

100-200  none    

200-300  Pat Friend  21.42   Stephanie Strom  17.82 

300-500   Robert Neal  70.52    Athena Leung  31.52 

500-1000  Loralee Berg  55.02   Larry Mayo  46.84    

1000-1500  Jacqueline Brown  48.46   Patricia Stille  36.08  

1500-2500  Michael Chockley 65.69  Connie Scott  56.76 

2500-3500  Bob Holliday 54.98   Paul Taylor 46.68  

3500-5000  Florence Beaird  70.82  Sheri Bumgardner 67.28 

5000-7500   Bob Scallan 105.93   Nancy Stanton  61.67   

7500-10,000  James Bauer  49.91  Suresh Agrawal  43.52                         

Over 10,000  Mark Bumgardner  71.24   James Thurtell 28.25                                                  

         2026 Mini-McKenney (updated 5/6/26)  

0-5  none 

5-20   Paul Flynn  24.29   Carolyn Dickey  10.18 

20-50   Michael Passions   23.64 

50-100   Belynn Whatley  46.73   Pam Myers  28.67 

100-200  none 

200-300  Rose Whatley 48.83   Stephanie Strom  30.54 

300-500   Robert Neal  92.88   John Redfern  64.64 

500-1000  Loralee Berg  117.15  Larry Mayo  69.20  

1000-1500  Jin Chu  70.42  Jacqueline Brown 69.23   

1500-2500  Connie Scott  84.63   Michael Chockley  83.01   

2500-3500 Bob Holliday  102.39  Mary Lynn Genovesi 88.02 

3500-5000  Scott Nason  207.59  Kristen Onsgard  191.18   

5000-7500   Bob Scallan  126.77   Tomi Storey 123.32 

7500-10,000  Cenk Tuncok  259.31  Norman Beck  173.90           

Over 10,000 MiKe Passell  403.95   Jim Johnsen 376.42 

Congratulations to Unit 176’s  

newest Emerald Life Masters:  

Tomi Storey, Martha Young 

2026 Ace of Virtual  Clubs  (updated 5/6/26) 
0-5  Carol Cox & John Torrisi  0.21 
5-20  Tom Misteli  9.51   
20-50  Jairaj Hegde  6.72    Joyce Colbeck  3.84                         
50-100 N Dodge  9.64   Lawrence Brennan  3.04 
100-200  Patricia Hutton  9.40   Rhoda Frankel  9.31 
200-300 Nancy Goble 13.35 Gary & Terry Brown  11.47  
300-500  Sandy Lantz 57.06   Paul Therriault 22.33         
500-1000  Susan Henchal  13.38    
1000-1500  James Bishop 26.10    Susan Doe 11.44    
1500-2500  Jerry Frankel  22.26   Allan Chernov 14.18      
2500-3500  N Tripode 73.10 Randolph Worsham  65.10 
3500-5000  Scott Nason  28.67   Jon Browne 11.26        
5000-7500  Helene Blumenau 13.71  Martha Young 9.39   
7500-10,000  Bill Osborn 38.52   Jack Borenstein 26.45      
Over 10,000 Jim Johnsen 198.26 Marion Gebhardt 77.00 

Congratulations to Unit 176’s  newest 
Bronze Life Masters:    

Carla Joiner, Margie Portela     

mailto:PartnershipU176@gmail.com
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